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1“Take of Cloves, Costus, or Zedoary, Ginger, Cummin, of each two
drams, Hermodactils, Diacridium, of each half an ounce: with their double weight of Honey clarified in
white wine, make them into an electuary [ground mixture] according to art. It purges hot rheums, and
takes away inflammations in wounds. | assure you the electuary works violently, and may safely be

given in clysters [enemas], and so you may give two or three drams at a time, if the patient be strong.
For taken otherwise it would kill a horse cum privilegio.
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awoman had a fall during pregnancy, all ill consequences could be obviated by giving her a
morsel of crimson silk, cut up small, and served in an egg; pain at childbirth could be
minimized by placing the husband's hat on the woman's belly; and as soon as a woman was
delivered, her loins must be wrapped in the fleece of a newly killed black sheep, still warm
from the carcass.”
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[Argan hasjust demanded that hisdaughter Angéligue (who issecretly in love
with handsome Cléante) marry the doctor son of a friend of his. Toinette, the
saucy maid speaksup.]

TOINETTE Quoi! Monsieur, you could make such a ludicrousplan? And, with
your fortune, you’d go and marry yourdaughterto a doctor?

ARGAN: Oui. And what businessisit of yours, Mademoiselle impudence?

TOINETTE Mon Dieu! Gently. You launch straight into invective. Can we not
discussthisreasonably, between us, without flying off the handle? There
now, let usspeak calmly. What, if you please, isyourreason forsuch a
marriage?

ARGAN: My reason is, that finding myself in poor health and assickaslam, |
want to give myself a son-in-law and some allieswho are doctors, so that |
might count on theirgood supportin combating my illness, and to have in
my family a source forthe remediesthat I require, and to be sure that |
have no lessformy consultationsand my prescriptions.

TOINETTE Eh bien, now there isa reason, and isn’'t it betterto speak calmly in
this. But monsieur, honestly now; are you really sick?

ARGAN: What? Am Isick? Youdevill Am Isick? The nerve!

TOINETTE: Eh bien, oui, monsieur, you are sick; there’sno disputing that. You are
very sick, lcouldn’t agree more, and much sicker than you think. But your
daughter should marry someone for herself and since she isnot sick, there
isno need to give hera doctor.

ARGAN: It'sfor me that lam giving hera doctor, and any good, natural
daughter should be thrilled to marry whatever will benefit the health of
her father.

TOINETTE Look, monsieur, may I, asa friend, offer some advice?

ARGAN: And what isthisadvice?

TOINETTE To not even think about thismarriage.

ARGAN: And why not?

TOINETTE Because yourdaughterwillneveragree to it.

ARGAN: She won't agree to it?

TOINETIE No.

ARGAN: My daughter?

TOINETTE Yourdaughter. She willtellyou that she’ll have nothing to do with
monsieur Diafoirus, hisson ThomasDiafoirus, nor all the Diafoirusesin the
world.

ARGAN: Well, I have lotsto do with it, especially snce thismatch ismore
advantageousthan you’'d think. Monsieur Diafoirushasno otherinheritor;
and, what’smore, Monsieur Purgon who hasno wife orchildren, isleaving
him everything in favour of thismarriage; and monsieur Purgon isa man
with an income of at least eight thousand pounds.
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TOINETTE To get that rich, he must have killed a lot of people.

ARGAN: Eght thousand poundsisnothing to sneeze at, and that’'snot counting
the father sfortune.

TOINETTE: Monseur, that’'sallwelland good; but nevertheless. between the two
of us, I'd advise you to give heranother husband; she’sjust not made to
be Madame Diafoirus.

ARGAN: Yes, but that iswhat | want.

TOINETTE Puh! Don’t say that.

ARGAN: What do you mean, don’t say that?

TOINETTE Ah, no!

ARGAN: And why shouldn’t I say that?

TOINETTE People will think you don’t know what you're saying.

ARGAN: They can think what they like; I'm telling you, Igave my word and she’s
going to honour it.

TOINETIE No. I'm sure she won’tdo it.

ARGAN: lwillmake herdo it.

TOINETTE I'm telling you, she won’t.

ARGAN: She will so, orI'll stick herin a convent.

TOINETIE You?

ARGAN: Me.

TOINETIE Hah.

ARGAN: What do you mean, hah?

TOINETTE You won’t put herin a convent.

ARGAN: Iwon’t put herin a convent?

TOINETIE No.

ARGAN: No?

TOINETIE No.

ARGAN: Well' Isn’t thisnice! Iwon’t put my daughterin a convent if that’s
what | want?

TOINETTE Itellyou no.

ARGAN: And who will stop me?

TOINETTE You, yourself.

ARGAN: Me?

TOINETIE Yes. You won’'t have the heart.

ARGAN: lwill, too.

TOINETTE You're only joking.

ARGAN: lam not joking.

TOINETTE Fatherly love willget the better of you.

ARGAN: It will not.
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TOINETTE A few tears, armsthrown around your neck, a tender little “Oh, my
darling papa,” that'sall it will take to get you.

ARGAN: None of that willhave any effect.

TOINETIE Yes, yes.

ARGAN: I'm telling you, I willnot budge.

TOINETTE Nonsense!

ARGAN: Youcan'tsay “nonsense!”

TOINETTE Mon Dieu, I know you, and you are naturally good.

ARGAN (exploding): lam not good, and when Iwantto I can be downright
nasty!

TOINETTE: Gently, monseur. Don’t forget that you are sick.

ARGAN: labsolutely command herto marry the man I've chosen.

TOINETTE And labsolutely forbid herto do anything of the sort.

ARGAN: Where are we? The nerve, fora hussy of a servant to talk thisway to
her master?

TOINETTE When a master hasno idea what he’sdoing, a level-headed servant
hasevery right to straighten him out.

ARGAN (running after Toinette): Ah! The insolence! I'llknock you silly!

TOINETTE (running from him): It'smy duty to oppose anything that might
dishonoryou.

ARGAN (angrily chasing heraround hischair, hisstick in hand.): Come here,
come here, I'llteach you to talk back!

TOINETTE (running and escaping to the opposite side of the chair from Argan): |
am making sure, aslshould, that you don’t do anything stupid.

ARGAN: Bitch!

TOINETTE: No, I willneverconsent to thismarriage.

ARGAN: Swine!

TOINETTE Ido not want her marrying your Thomas Diafoirus.

ARGAN: You putrid, rotten ...

TOINETTE She’'llobey me soonerthan you.

Y _? Z
[ARGAN: Angélique, won’t you tell that witch to stop?
ANGELIQUE Oh, mon pére, please, you'llmake yourself sick.
ARGAN: Ifyou don’t make herstop, I'll put my curse on you.]

TOINETTE And if she obeysyou, I'll disnherit her.
ARGAN (throws himself into hischair, exhausted from the chase.): Ah! Ah! |
can’'t take anymore. She’ll kil me!
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Important personages and a lady of the court

Fine lady and

servant girls

Bourgeois couples

Elegant
gentlemen
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