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“ Ll oyd Sul l i van bel i eved he knew t hi s much f r om f ami l y t r adi t i on:  t he 
por t r ai t  was pai nt ed a dozen gener at i ons ago by hi s ancest or ,  
John Sander s,  bor n i n 1576,  t he el dest  son of  a f ami l y i n Wor cest er ,  
Engl and.   Young John l ef t  home t o make hi s f or t une i n London.   Ther e he 
became an act or ,  or  at  l east  a bi t  pl ayer ,  i n Shakespear e’ s company,  
t he Lor d Chamber l ai n’ s Men,  whi ch was f or med i n 1594,  when Shakespear e 
was t hi r t y .   John Sander s al so dabbl ed i n oi l s  and di d odd bi t s  of  
pai nt i ng ar ound t he t heat r e.   He l i ked t o t r y hi s hand at  por t r ai t ur e.
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And somet i me i n 1603,  he pr epar ed a st ur dy oak panel  and some br i ght  
oi l  pai nt  and r ecor ded t he f ace of  hi s col l eague,  Wi l l i am Shakespear e.   
At  some poi nt  Sander s or  one of  hi s chi l dr en l abel ed t he pi ct ur e 
’ Shakesper e’  ( i n a spel l i ng t he poet  hi msel f  used) ,  and i nc l uded t he 
pl aywr i ght ’ s  bi r t h and deat h dat es,  not i ng t hat  t hi s was hi s l i keness 
at  t he age of  t hi r t y- ni ne.   The por t r ai t  was handed down,  passi ng f r om 
t he f i r s t  John Sander s t o hi s son,  and so on t hr ough t he f ami l y. ”  
( Nol en,  10) �
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“ However ,  t he r esul t s  of  t he t est s t hat  wer e done 
wer e concl usi ve:  t he pai nt i ng was execut ed on wood 
t hat  dat ed f r om t he cor r ect  per i od;  t he mat er i al s 
and t he way i n whi ch t hey wer e used wer e consi st ent  
wi t h a pai nt i ng done i n Engl and i n 1603;  no 
anachr oni st i c  mat er i al  was f ound;  and t he l abel  
i dent i f y i ng t he subj ect  of  t he por t r ai t  was made of  
r ag paper  dat i ng f r om 1640 at  t he l at est .   Al l  t hese 
el ement s i ndi cat e t hat  t he pai nt i ng i s  i ndeed an ol d 
pai nt i ng and not  a r el at i vel y moder n copy or  f ake. ”  
Marie-Claude Corbeil, Senior Conservation Scientist, Analytical 
Research Laboratory, Canadian Conservation Institute, Department of 
Canadian Heritage. 
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“ I n addi t i on t o t he success of  t he sci ent i f i c  t est s car r i ed out  on t he 
Sander s por t r ai t ,  r ecent  geneal ogi cal  evi dence,  t oget her  wi t h a number  
of  document s and l et t er s t hat  have been di scover ed over  t he past  t went y 
year s,  go a l ong way t o aut hent i cat e t he por t r ai t  as bei ng a t r ue i mage 
of  Shakespear e pai nt ed i n hi s l i f et i me ( 1603) . ”  
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“Good friend, for Jesus’  sake 
Please leave my dust alone. 
Blessed be those that leave my tomb alone, 
And curses on those who move my bones.”  
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �< � � � � �
·  , Shakespear e’ s debt  t o Scr i pt ur e i s  pr of ound;  bi bl i cal  i mager y i s  woven 

i nt o ever y pl ay.   No wr i t er  has i nt egr at ed t he expr essi ons and t hemes 
f ound i n t he Bi bl e i nt o hi s own wor k mor e magni f i cent l y  t han Shakespear e. 0�
Amanda Mabillard, “Biblical Imagery in Macbeth”, in About.com; accessed September 9, 2008 
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“ I t  was November ,  1605,  and hi gh t r eason was on t he mi nd of  ever y Engl i sh 
subj ect .   A smal l  gr oup of  angr y Cat hol i cs,  f ed up wi t h ongoi ng per secut i on 
at  t he hands of  t he Pr ot est ant  monar chy,  hat ched an el abor at e pl ot  t o bl ow 
Ki ng James I  and hi s gover nment  t o smi t her eens.  
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“ As l uck woul d have i t ,  a war ni ng l et t er  sur f aced at  t he l ast  mi nut e and 
James or der ed a sear ch of  hi s Pal ace.   The most  not or i ous conspi r at or ,  
Guy Fawkes,  was di scover ed i n t he cel l ar ,  mat ch i n hand,  r eady t o i gni t e 
t went y bar r el s of  gunpowder  “ al l  at  one t hunder cl ap. ”  
 
“ To say t hat  Shakespear e woul d have been f ami l i ar  wi t h t he conspi r at or s i s  an 
under st at ement .   These t r ai t or s of  t he r eal m had some deep connect i ons t o 
Shakespear e and hi s f ami l y.   Shakespear e’ s f at her ,  John ( undoubt edl y a cover t  
Cat hol i c) ,  was f r i ends wi t h Wi l l i am Cat esby,  t he f at her  of  t he head 
conspi r at or ,  Rober t  Cat esby.   John Shakespear e and Wi l l i am Cat esby shar ed 
i l l egal  Cat hol i c  wr i t i ngs t hat  event ual l y  wound up i n t he at t i c  of  John’ s 
home i n St r at f or d.   Mor eover ,  t he Mer mai d Taver n i n London,  f r equent ed by 
Shakespear e and owned by hi s c l osest  f r i end and conf i dant ,  was a pr ef er r ed 
meet i ng spot  of  t he t ur ncoat s as t hey schemed t o obl i t er at e t he Pr ot est ant s 
once and f or  al l …. ”  
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“ I f  you cannot  under st and my ar gument ,  and decl ar e ‘ I t ’ s  Gr eek t o me’ ,  
you ar e quot i ng Shakespear e;  i f  you c l ai m t o be mor e s i nned agai nst  
t han s i nni ng,  you ar e quot i ng Shakespear e;  i f  you r ecal l  your  sal ad 
days,  you ar e quot i ng Shakespear e;  i f  you act  mor e i n sor r ow t han i n 
anger ,  i f  your  wi sh i s  f at her  t o t he t hought ,  i f  your  l ost  pr oper t y has 
vani shed i nt o t hi n ai r ,  you ar e quot i ng Shakespear e;  i f  you have ever  
r ef used t o budge an i nch or  suf f er ed f r om gr een- eyed j eal ousy,  i f  you 
have pl ayed f ast  and l oose,  i f  you have been t ongue- t i ed,  a t ower  of  
s t r engt h,  hoodwi nked or  i n a pi ck l e,  i f  you have kni t t ed your  br ows,  
made a v i r t ue of  necessi t y ,  i ns i st ed on f ai r  pl ay,  s l ept  not  one wi nk,  
st ood on cer emony,  danced at t endance ( on your  l or d and mast er ) ,  l aughed 
your sel f  i nt o st i t ches,  had shor t  shr i f t ,  col d comf or t  or  t oo much of  a 
good t hi ng,  i f  you have seen bet t er  days or  l i ved i n a f ool ’ s  par adi se—
why,  be t hat  as i t  may,  t he mor e f ool  you,  f or  i t  i s  a f or egone 
concl usi on t hat  you ar e ( as good l uck woul d have i t )  quot i ng 
Shakespear e. ”  

From The Story of English. Robert McCrum, William Cran and Robert MacNeil, eds. Viking: 1986, pp. 99-
100. 
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“ The t r agi c f eel i ng i s evoked i n us when we ar e i n t he pr esence 
of  a char act er  who i s r eady t o l ay down hi s l i f e,  i f  need be,  t o 
secur e one t hi ng—hi s sense of  per sonal  di gni t y.   The t al e al ways 
r eveal s what  has been cal l ed hi s “ t r agi c f l aw. ”   The f l aw,  or  
cr ack i n t he char act er ,  i s r eal l y not hi ng—and need be not hi ng—but  
hi s i nher ent  unwi l l i ngness t o r emai n passi ve i n t he f ace of  what  
he concei ves t o be a chal l enge t o hi s di gni t y.   But  t her e ar e 
among us t oday,  as t her e al ways have been,  t hose who act  agai nst  
t he scheme of  t hi ngs t hat  degr ades t hem,  and i n t he pr ocess of  
act i on,  ever yt hi ng we have accept ed out  of  f ear  or  i nsensi t i v i t y 
or  i gnor ance i s shaken bef or e us and exami ned,  and f r om t hi s 
t ot al  onsl aught  by an i ndi v i dual  agai nst  t he seemi ngl y st abl e 
cosmos sur r oundi ng us—f r om t hi s t ot al  exami nat i on of  t he 
‘ unchangeabl e’  envi r onment —comes t he t er r or  and t he f ear  t hat  i s 
c l assi cal l y associ at ed wi t h t r agedy. ”  

From: Guth, Hans P. and Gabriele L. Rico, Discovering Literature. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: 
Prentice Hall, 1993, pp. 1461-1464. 
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