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mother  that  her  ambit ions and perspect ives are unreal ist ic for  a young woman in 
1950.  Her  brother  Wil l iam, however, is celebrated and nur tured for  his genius.  
Twenty years into the future, the consequences of Kate’s suppressed ambit ion are 
careful ly explored.  She appears and acts very di fferent ly.  Unacknowledged, she is 
disgrunt led and unable to commit  to anything or  anyone.  Whi le unmarr ied and 
unable to hold a job for  any extended per iod of t ime, she nonetheless maintains and 
documents her  theoret ical  convict ions involving space and t ime.  Another  twenty 
years into the future, Wi l l iam is an internat ionally celebrated, award-winning poet , 
whi le Kate has grown increasingly int rospect ive and more unl ike the gir l  she once 
was.  The L i ttle Years is a poignant  chronicle of a l i fe unl ived and unregarded�C�� � �
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 “What  is the t rue nature of t ime and how does it  play against  our own measure of 
personal achievement? 
“L i fe’s events are so l i t t le, the scale of t ime is so grand and the intersect ion between them 
so poignant. 
 “Our goal in set t ing the play is to br ing at tent ion to the relent less yet  abst ract  
real i ty of t ime passing. We see the manifestat ion of seasons, annual cycles and the cultural  
aspects of t ime expressed in the fashion and manners as the ‘1950s’ the ‘1970s’ and the 
‘1990s’.  These aspects can be rendered in the costume design or  the musical soundscape.  
But  the larger st ructure of planetary t ime we wanted to express through a clockwork 
mechanism that  provides apogees and per igees of objects, people, and understandings.  The 
t ree does not  t ransform seasonal ly or  grow larger  over the years, but  revolves around i ts 
axis as a measure of long t ime passing. 
 “The var ious spat ial  locat ions of the play explore spir itual stat ions of l i fe, beginning 
and ending with The Garden.  The return to The Garden became the main element  
expressing the metaphysical space for  the play’s act ion.  Other locat ions such as The 
Church (dance), The School, The Home, The Mausoleum, The Nursing Home are satel l i tes 
within our constellat ion structure.  The ir repressible Garden is grafted onto a gr idwork 
forced perspect ive that  t raps the characters in ‘non Eucl idian space’ — a simple spat ial 
metaphor  that  points to the larger mathemat ical universe of Kate’s (and John Mighton’s) 
work. 
 “Unusual ly, the play runs cont rary to a heroic st ructure in that  the applauded hero, 
Kate’s brother  Wil l iam, is never  seen.  Major  act ions run offstage or happen elsewhere.  I  
wanted the doorframe to stand as a threshold to that  ‘other ’ wor ld where the real act ion is 
taking place.  With Kate, we are washed in the shal lows of the universe, watching i t  turn.” 
�
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“Men have bet ter  spat ial  ski l ls than women.  This is par t icular ly t rue regarding tasks that  require 
mental rotat ion, a r ight  hemisphere task.  This finding is robust  and consistent .  However , i t  does 
not  fol low that  men are st ronger  in r ight  hemisphere funct ioning in general.  For  example, women 
are dist inct ly bet ter  at  recognizing facial  expressions, and some studies show that  women have 
super ior  abi l i ty to dist inguish melodic sound pat terns. Since these too are r ight  hemisphere tasks, i t  
would be incorrect  to say that  ei ther  gender  is bet ter  at  r ight  hemisphere tasks.  I t  would be more 
cor rect  to say that  each gender  excels in different  kinds of r ight -hemisphere tasks.”�
� http://www.megafoundation.org/Genius/GenderCognition.htm� �
�
“Women have bet ter  verbal ski l ls than men.  The greatest  female advantage appears with respect  to 
measures of general verbal abi l i ty, anagrams, and qual ity of speech product ion.  The advantage 
increases with the int roduct ion of a memory or  learning component that  raises task complexity.”�
� http://www.megafoundation.org/Genius/GenderCognition.htm� �
�
“Ever  wonder , for  example, why the men in your  office work quiet ly at  their  computer screens for  
hours while the women talk incessant ly?  A woman has 11 per  cent  more neurons in her  brain 
cent re for  language and hear ing than a man.  On average she uses 20,000 words a day.  He uses 
about  7,000. …  And what  about the fact  women seem more emot ional?  The pr incipal hub for  
emot ion and memory format ion – the hippocampus – is larger  in a woman that  in a man.  
Meanwhile, the amygdala, which registers fear  and t r iggers aggression, is larger in the male brain.  
A woman inst inct ively knows what  people are feel ing.  A man can’t  spot  an emot ion unless 
somebody cr ies or  threatens bodi ly harm.” – Shelley Page in The Ottawa Citizen, Sept. 24, 2006 in a review of the 
recently published book The Female Brain by Louann Brizendine, M.D., published by Morgan Road Books. 
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